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— Janet Jagan, MP.

On this International Children's Day of Broadcasting, I would like to talk about children and
peace as opposed to children and violence. We are told that children are heavy television
viewers, which we all know as a fact, that is, among those who have the opportunity to watch
television. It is said that children, on the average, watch TV up to 20 to 30 hours per week.

Television, for many children, is part of their education process outside of school.
From television: , children leam all about the world in which they live, about different
people, customs, religions and ways of life including what is going on in the environment,
man's flights into space, wars, scientific developments and just plain entertainment in the
cartoons and films we see on TV.

The world and most of what is in it are played out on television . Those who lived
before television was invented, can better appreciate the wide horizons brought to most
people through television and of course, radio broadcasting, which has been with us most of
this century.

It is unfortunate that television and films have used so much valuable time on
violence, bloody encounters, people using guns to kill others in cold blood, hate and
murder.... We see violence on television almost every time we turn it on. The screen is filled
with guns blasting off, blood and screaming, hate filled language, man hunting down man,
fighting one another and soon, the violence is seen so often that it no longer frightens
or worries or even fazes the viewers. We get accustomed to violence in the same way that
we view the violence of wars and invasions and children suffering, maimed and in hospitals.
We see hungry children, children who have lost an arm or leg from land mines, scattered all
over many parts of the world, a permanent threat to those who walk the land and plow the
fields.

On the other hand, do we see enough of the joys and security of peace? Can children,
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